
 Conference Agenda

Understanding Risk and Resilience 
in the Educational Performance of 
Refugee Children and Youth

Thursday, 21 November 2024
09:30 - 17:30

Acropolis Museum
Auditorium Dimitrios Pantermalis, Dionysiou 

Areopagitou 15, 11742 Athens

SESSION 2
13:00 - 14:40

13:00 - 13:15

14:15 - 14:25

14:40 - 15:10

15’

13:15 - 13:30

13:30 - 13:45

13:45 - 14:00

14:00 - 14:15

REGISTRATION

WELCOME
Professor Vassiliki Georgiadou: Director and President of the Board of Directors ΕΚΚΕ
Professror Xenia Chrysochoou: President of the Scientific Council Hellenic Foundation of Research and Innovation
Ministry of Education, Religious Affairs and Sports: Ιoannis Katsaros, Secretary General for Primary, Secondary and 
Special Education
Ministry of Migration and Asylum: Demetrios Georgiades, General Secretariat for Vulnerable Persons & Institutional Protection
Ministry of Development: Jenny Papadopoulou, Special Assistant to the Deputy Minister for Development

The role of education for students with refugee backgrounds
Moderator: Jennifer Cavounidis

Identifying the risk and protective factors for students with a refugee background in Greece
Presentation of the research project
Theoni Stathopoulou

Κeynote lecture:  
HOPE: The Trauma-informed care education of refugee students globally 
Richard F. Mollica, ΜD, ΜΑR
The lecture will be delivered online.

Keynote lecture: 
"Nature-nurture" in action in child development: The attachment system
Giampaolo Nicolais

Discussion
Coffee Break

The school environment for students with refugee backgrounds. Institutional constraints, 
perceptions and expectations
Moderator:  George Moschos

Education of refugee children: Steps towards inclusion
Galina Altouhova

Unaccompanied Minors and Education: An Equation with many Variables
Geli Aroni
Kalli  Argiropoulou

What Shapes Refugee Students' Educational Experiences in Greece? Insights from Teachers
Natalia Spyropoulou
Lina Zirganou-Kazolea
Εirini Adamopoulou

Educational performance of students with refugee backgrounds: Indicators of academic perfor-
mance and school adjustment
Εirini Adamopoulou

The sense of belonging for students with a refugee background
Eva Mellou

Everyday experiences at school 
Aliki Vassilarakou

Discussion
Lunch Break

09.30 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:30

SESSION 1
10:30 - 12:40

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:45

11:45 - 12:25

15’

12:40 - 13:00



Mental health and resilience in students with refugee backgrounds
Moderator: Korina Hatzinikolaou

Resilience and mental health in public schools in Greece: Data from refugee children, their 
parents, and their teachers
Korina Hatzinikolaou

Bayesian Modeling and Variable Selection for Predicting the Strengths, Difficulties and 
Resilience of Refugee Students
Konstantinos Bourazas

Integrating social emotional learning in content teaching to empower students from refugee 
backgrounds
Georgios Simopoulos

Refugee children and youth at risk: Mental health and psychosocial support
Theodora Tsovili

Resilience, mobility and adaptation to school: The multiple transitions for students 
with refugee backgrounds
Moderator: Theoni Stathopoulou

Giampaolo Νicolais
Heracles Moskoff 
Galina Altouhova 
Georgios Simopoulos 
Angelo Vallianatos

Discussion - End of conference 

ROUND TABLE
16:10 - 17:10

SESSION 3
15:10 - 16:10

15:10 - 15:25

15:25 - 15:40

15:40 - 15:55

15:55 - 16:10

17:10 - 17:30

Harvard
Program 
in
Refugee 
Trauma

Hellenic Foundation for
Research & Innovation

NATIONAL CENTRE 
FOR SOCIAL 
RESEARCH

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Richard F. Mollica, M.D., M.A.R. Director, Harvard Program in Refugee Trauma, Massachusetts General Hospital, Professor of Psychiatry, Harvard 
Medical School | Giampaolo Nicolais, PhD, Professor of Child Development and Director of the School of Specialization in Clinical Psychology, 
Sapienza University of Rome | Heracles Moskoff, PhD, Secretary General of the Secretariat for Vulnerable Populations, Ministry of Migration and 
Asylum | Galina Altouchova, PhD, Head of the Independent Department for the Coordination and Monitoring of Refugee Education, Μinistry of 
Education | Gelly Aroni, PhD, Head of the Unit for Integration and Support of UAMs, General Secretariat for Vulnerable Persons and Institutional 
Protection, Ministry of Migration & Asylum | Kalli  Argiropoulou, Psychologist, Unit of Integration and Support , General Secretariat for Vulnerable 
Persons and Institutional Protection  Ministry of Migration & Asylum | Georgios Simopoulos, Education Officer, UNICEF Greece Country Office | 
Theodora Tsovili, PhD, Senior Protection Associate/ Child Protection. UNHCR Representation in Greece, Country Office in Athens | Eva Mellou, 
Education Project Manager, Solidarity Now | Angelo Vallianatos, Head Programme Coordinator at the European Wergeland Centre and trainer at 
the Council of Europe educational programmes | Aliki Vassilarakou, Εducator, 2nd Vocational High School of Aigaleo.

RESEARCH TEAM
Theoni Stathopoulou, PhD, Research Director, National Centre for 
Social Research, Principal Investigator | Jennifer Cavounidis, PhD, 
Sociologist and migration policy expert | George Moschos, Jurist, 
former Deputy Ombudsman for Children's Rights | Korina 
Hatzinikolaou, Assistant Professor, School of Early Childhood 
Education, Faculty of Education,Aristotle University of Thessaloniki | 
Natalia Spyropoulou, Researcher ΕΚΚΕ | Eirini Adamopoulou, PhD, 
National Certified School Psychologist (NASP)/ISBE Certified School 
Psychologist | Konstantinos Bourazas, PhD, Statistician, Athens 
University of Economics and Business | Lina Zirganou-Kazolea, PhD 
candidate, National Kapodistrian University of Athens.

ADVISORY BOARD
Richard F. Mollica, M.D., M.A.R. Director, Harvard Program in 
Refugee Trauma, Massachusetts General Hospital, Professor of 
Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School | Catherine Panter-Brick, 
Professor of Anthropology, Health, and Global Affairs at Yale 
University, Director of the Global Health Multidisciplinary Academic 
Program, the  Program on Conflict, Resilience, and Health and the 
Program on Stress and Family Resilience | Giampaolo Nicolais, PhD, 
Professor of Child Development and Director of the School of 
Specialization in Clinical Psychology, Sapienza University of Rome.

The conference will be held in Greek and English with 
simultaneous interpretation


